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Causes of Poor Reading

have received insufficiently powerful instruction—
gotten off to a very poor start and never recovered







Characteristics of Older
Struggling Readers

60,000

4.1 million
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Older struggling readers
performing at different reading
levels will require different

types of Instruction




Our Lowest Performing
Readers




Mid Level Readers

(two or more grades behind)




Below Grade Level
(less than two grades behind)




WHAT
should we teach

older struggling
readers?




What must we teach students 1f we
want them to become good
readers?




Do adolescents really need to
learn to read In the same way
that young children do?

YES




Do we need to teach phonemic
awareness as an oral language
skill to adolescents to prepare

them for “phonics”?

Probably Not




What are some of the Big Ideas from
research on adolescent literacy?




What are the most serious
challenges faced by adolescents
who have not yet acquired good
reading skills?




Reading with Accuracy
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Reading with Fluency

Learning to read lots of words “at a single glance”
= automaticity




What Teachers Can Do:
Repeated Reading




What Teachers Can Do:
Non-Repetitive Wide Reading




What Teachers Can Do: Other
Factors to Consider




INncreasing Vocabulary
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What Teachers Can Do




Working on Comprehension




How do | write a good question?




What about students that have
acquired reasonably good skills In
word level reading, but still really

struggle with comprehension in
content areas?




If fluency Is not a large iIssue, the
biggest short-term impact on reading
comprehension is likely to come from
Instructional procedures that teach
strategies and stimulate more active

thinking while reading




Meta-analysis Results




Characteristics of interventions in
many remedial settings that limit
their effectiveness




Findings (cont.)




HOW
should we teach

older struggling
readers?




As students become accurate and independent
readers, encourage, cajole, lead, beg, support,
demand, reward them for reading as broadly and
deeply as possible




Features of Effective Instruction




Features of Effective Instruction




Features of Effective Instruction

%




Features of Effective Instruction




Features of Effective Instruction




Features of Effective Instruction




Motivation

“Basically, we found that engaging
teachers do something every minute of

every hour of every school day to
motivate their students, using every
conceivable motivational mechanism to

do so ...

Pressley, 2004




Motivation




Top Five Myths about Reading
INnterventions




Characteristics of
INnterventions in many
remedial settings that limit
theilr effectiveness




We know that it tends to stabilize
the relative deficit in reading skill
rather than remediate it.




A Concluding Thought....







Thank You!




